Worship Aid for April 2 — Good Friday
Things to note during restrictions due to Covid:
• A simple procession will be observed at the
beginning of Mass, so that the ministers and
servers may observe appropriate social distancing
protocols. You will notice fewer altar servers for
this same reason.
• Per the Diocese of Youngstown, reception of the
Precious Blood from the Chalice is suspended.
• Holy Communion will be received by hand, not by
mouth. Please wait for the usher to release you
from the pew, maintain 6 feet of space and wear
your mask until you reach the altar. At that time
pull your mask down, hold out your hands, receive
the Host and replace your mask.
• Please take this bulletin with you! Do not leave it
in the pews. We will then sanitize before the next
mass.
Thank you for helping to keep us all safe!
Prayer for the Bishop’s Appeal
Loving and gracious God, you gave us your Son,
Jesus Christ. He gave of himself, not only on the
cross, but in every moment of his life. Jesus saw
the hungry; he fed them. Jesus saw the lame; he
cured them. Jesus saw the sick; he healed them.
Jesus saw the discouraged; he encouraged them.
Jesus saw the dying; he gave them new life.
Jesus gave. In this way, he taught us to give.
Loving and gracious God, open our hearts to the
many ministries offered throughout our Diocesan
Church. Strengthen our resolve to be like your
Son, Jesus Christ, to give of ourselves in every
moment of our lives. Amen.

_______________

First Reading
Isaiah 52:13—53:12 (40ABC)
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
See, my servant shall prosper, he shall be raised high
and greatly exalted. Even as many were amazed at
him—so marred was his look beyond human semblance
and his appearance beyond that of the sons of man—so
shall he startle many nations, because of him kings shall
stand speechless; for those who have not been told shall
see, those who have not heard shall ponder it. Who
would believe what we have heard? To whom has the
arm of the Lord been revealed?

Though he was harshly treated, he submitted and
opened not his mouth; like a lamb led to the slaughter or
a sheet before the shearers, he was silent and opened
not his mouth. Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away, and who would have thought any more of his
destiny? When he was cut off from the land of the living,
and smitten for the sin of his people, a grave was assigned him among the wicked and a burial place with
evildoers, though he had done no wrong nor spoken any
falsehood. But the Lord was pleased to crush him in infirmity.
If he gives his life as an offering for sin, he shall see his
descendants in a long life, and the will of the Lord shall
be accomplished through him. Because of his affliction
he shall see the light in fullness of days; through his suffering, my servant shall justify many, and their guilt he
shall bear. Therefore I will give him his portion among
the great, and he shall divide the spoils with the mighty,
because he surrendered himself to death and was counted among the wicked; and he shall take away the sins of
many, and win pardon for their offenses.
Responsorial Psalm
Ps. 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25
Father, Father, I put my life in your hands.
Second Reading
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Brothers and sisters: Since we have a great high priest
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not
have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in
every way, yet without sin. So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find
grace for timely help.
In the days when Christ was in the flesh, he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears to the one
who was able to save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverence. Son through he was, he
learned obedience from what he suffered; and when he
was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.
The Passion of the Lord
John 18:1—19:42
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
(Separate sheet)
The Showing of the Holy Cross
Response: Come, let us adore.

He grew up like a sapling before him, like a shoot from
the parched earth; there was in him no stately bearing to
make us look at him, nor appearance that would attract
us to him. He was spurned and avoided by people, a
man of suffering, accustomed to infirmity, one of those
from whom people hide their faces, spurned, and we
held him in no esteem.

The Adoration (Veneration) of the Holy Cross:
Behold the Cross
Behold the cross on which was hung life’s very Lord,
God’s only Son: Mary’s own babe, so cold and so still,
helpless before her on Calvary hill.

Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that
he endured, while we thought of him as stricken, as one
smitten by God and afflicted. But he was pierced for our
offenses, crushed for our sins; upon him was the
chastisement that makes us whole, by his stripes we
were healed. We had all gone astray like sheep, each
following his own way; but the Lord laid upon him the
guilt of us all.

Eyes that won’t see, ears that won’t hear, lips that deny the friend once so dear; slowly he turns and captures your eye, then passes on to Calv’ry to die.

Nails in his hands, nails in his feet, a traitor kiss upon
his cheek; and his pierced heart, now broken in two,
love crucified for me and for you.

The Adoration (Veneration) of the Holy Cross:
Behold the Cross (con’t)
Behold the cross of Christ in our midst: all those who
bear his wounds in their flesh. Suff’ring for crimes of
mercy and peace, signs of the kingdom on Calvary
street.

Behold the cross on which was hung life’s very Lord,
God’s only Son: Mary’s own babe, so cold and so still,
helpless before her on Calvary hill.
Wood of the Cross (if needed)
Refrain:
Behold the wood of the cross, on which hung the Savior
of the world. O come, O come, let us worship, let us
adore. (Verses)
Verses:
O God, my God, why have you abandoned me? Why
have you forsaken me? Answer me, O God! (Refrain)
I am despised, rejected by my people. How could they
forget me? Answer me, O God! (Refrain)
My heart is failing. They pierce my hands and feet. Why
have you abandoned me?
Answer me, O God!
(Refrain)
Communion Hymn: Gathered ‘Round This Table
Refrain:
Gathered ‘round this table for the supper of the Lord.
Christ himself becomes our food; in him our life restored.
Here he stands before us as the first-born from the dead.
Now our eyes are opened in the breaking of the bread.
(Verses)
Verses:
I am the vine and you are the branches. You will know
great abundance when you live in my love. (Refrain)
I will be there when two or three have gathered. And the
Father will hear you when you pray in my name.
(Refrain)
I am the bread that came down from heaven. If you eat
of my body you will share in my life. (Refrain)

Meditation Hymn: Lord, We Adore You
Lord, we adore you, kneeling before you; bringing our
sorrows, leaving our burdens for you, our Redeemer,
here at your cross.
Depart in Silence
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